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Abstract 

The Cathedral of Anagni. Materials far research, restoration and conservation 

This volume is the result of a lengthy and wide-ranging programme of maintenance, restoration, conser
vation and t"ecuperation of the complex of the Cathedral of Anagni and its immediate environs. In the scale, 
extension, significance, variety and uniqueness of the measures carried aut, the programme recalls similar 
programmes of restoration conducted in the late Thirties and Fifties. 

To mark the momentous conclusion of the Cathedral's restoration, it was decided to publish a survey of the 
work carried, including an examination of the problems it posed, and proposals far further studies. The 
result is a publication that ranges from archaeological research an the site of the ancient arx (acropolis) of 
Anagni (the ancient Anagnia) to the early medieval structures preceding the cathedral's foundation by Bish
op Pietro, from the great building enterprise he promoted to the ecclesiastica[ and palatial building com
plexes attributable to the Gaetani family, to the successive alterations made to the complex through the cen
turies and the state of the Cathedral in our own time. The aim was also to show how positive expression 
could be given to a culture of conservation and renovation of those historical, artistic and cultura! values 
that are the common heritage of society through close interdisciplinary collaboration between scholars, restor
ers and planners. 

The introduction by Giorgio Palandri (with an appendix containing a technical report an the restorations 
recently carried aut an part of the main façade of the church) describes the origins, characteristics and aims 
of the publication, summarises the various studies, and provides an analytical description of the monumen
tal complex, both in relation with the physical context in which it is incorporated and in the light of the 
observations made by various authors. 

The contribution of Sandra Gatti describes the results of the more recent archaeological investigations con
ducted in the immediate environs of the Cathedral complex, that testify the presence of two big architectoni
cal structures in o pus quadratum an the utmost point of the site, in all probability two Roman temples, one 
of which incorporated in the Cathedral. The accompanying appendices of Luca Bressanello and Rachele 
Frasca report more in detail an the archaeological finds recovered in the course of this excavation campaign. 

Cristiano Mengarelli focuses an those elements of the site that belong lo the historical phase immediately 
preceding the foundation of Bishop Pietro between the eleventh and twelfth century. His contribution forms 
an essential complement to that of Sandra Gatti, since both authors focus an less familiar aspects of the his
tory of the site (because obscured by reduced visibility or essentially known an the basis of specialist studies). 
Donatella Fiorani investigates the diverse physical properties of the basic component of the building - the 
block of stone and its bedding - in the relation it establishes with its contiguous elements. She analyses the 
successive phases and techniques of the architectural structure and reconstructs the presumable historical 
process of how it was formed. 

Marina Pennini provides a detailed report an the findings made in the course of the recent restoration of 
the building's decorative elements and its embellishment, based essentially an the materia! data that represent 
the main focus of the investigation and an inexhaustible source of information. 

Veronica Piacentini draws a survey of the town as if it were a chronological diorama illustrating the 
changing morphology and typology of the forma urbis . 

Both Alessio Monciatti and Maria Teresa Gigliozzi discuss the civil architecture exemplified by the 
medieval palace complexes in Anagni, their architectural system, their incorporation in the urban fabric, 
and their development in immediate formai and functional rapport with the episcopal complex and the 
papal seat. More particularly, Gigliozzi analyses the peculiarities of these latter in comparison with other 
similar papal residences in Lazio and Umbria during the thirteenth century. 
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Saverio Urcioli analyses the typological, cultural and ideologica! presuppositions that underlie Bishop 
Pietro's foundation between the eleventh and twelflh century. He traces the origins of his building pro
gramme, identifies the models on which it was based, and elucidates the relations with the historical and geo
graphical context lo which it belongs. The conformities between the building as realised and its originai pro
ject, the definition of the building phases, the relation between key parts of the ecclesiastica! complex, its 
layout and functions, are also discussed. 

Lorenzo Cappelletti and Lorenzo Bianchi re-interpret the important ensemble of images and inscriptions 
visible inside the passage-like room that links the crypt of San Magno, the oratory of St. Thomas Becket and 
the stairwse leading up to the upper church. In its current state this is little more than a vestibule. But the 
authors recover its originai devotional and ritual sign~fìcance and underline its important role in relation 
to the crypt and lo the oratory. 

In a second intervention Saverio Urcioli reviews the events that led to the foundation and consolidation 
of those components commissioned by the Caetani and by Pope Boniface VIII himself that constitute an 
important part of the whole building. The so-called "Caetani" chapel, which succeeded its original family 
title as the "Lauri" chapel, is studied from an historical, social, politica! and artistic point of view. In par
ticular, Urcioli studies its funerary monument and compares it with the nearby external aedicula with the 
aim of reconstructing the presuppositions, motives, and conditions that gave rise to its realization. 

Marcello Bruni and Amedeo Malatesta describe the various investigations and projects in which the recu
peration, restoration and renovation of the cathedral complex ha ve been conducted over the las t decade, pro
jecting into the future the idea of what this building "demands to be". 

Don Angelo Ricci, lastly, discusses the problems posed, and the objectives pursued, by the renovation of 
this important monumental sile: "conserving", "restoring", "reusing", "researching", "displaying" - one 
might add "knowing" as their implicit and indispensable condition- are the paramount concerns of cur
rent practice and the essential premises for possible future programmes. 
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